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What We’ll Be Looking At

� What is Open Access?
� The Origins of Open Access
� Some Solutions
� The Financial Side of Open 

Access
� Developments in Alberta

� Developments in British 
Columbia

� Open Access and the 
General Public

� Some Final Thoughts
� Questions?  Discussion?
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What Is Open Access (OA)?

� Provision of electronic scholarly or scientific 
literature that is:
– Free to access for the reader – no subscriptions 

or fees
– Free of most licensing restrictions
– Free of most copyright restrictions – the author 

keeps copyright

� Mostly involves academic journal articles 
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What Is Open Access?

� Other features:
– Immediacy
– Compatible with scholarly communication 

process, especially peer review
– Repository connection
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The Origins of OA

� Author Issues
– Author control
– Disseminating research findings

� Serials Pricing Crisis
– Continuing massive journal price increases 

resulting in journal subscription cuts
– Better now? See OUP report:
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/dis/lisu/
pages/publications/oup.html
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Other Stakeholders in OA

� Granting Agencies
� Publishers
� Readers

– Everywhere!
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Some Solutions

� Author self-archiving 
– E.g. arXiv, REPEC, IRs

� Institutional repositories
� Libraries as publishers
� University presses
� OA publishers, e.g. PLoS, BMC
� Open Source Software Solutions

– ICAAP, PKP, Bioline International, D-Pubs (Cornell)
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OA Initiatives

� Budapest Open Access Initiative (Feb 2002)
– http://www.soros.org/openaccess/

� Bethesda Statement on Open Access Publishing (June 2003)
– http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/bethesda.htm

� Berlin Declaration ... (Oct 2003)
– http://www.zim.mpg.de/openaccess-

berlin/berlindeclaration.html
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OA Initiatives

� Wellcome Trust Report (Oct 2003)
– http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/en/scipub/index.htm

� NIH Public Access Policy (Feb 2005)
– http://www.nih.gov/about/publicaccess/index.htm

� Continuing CERN Action (Mar 2005)
– http://threader.ecs.soton.ac.uk/archive/boaiforum/00/00/02/0

9a/Open_Access.pdf
� SPARC (Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources 

Coalition)
– http://www.arl.org/sparc/
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Who Pays for Open Access?

� Input fees
– Granting or sponsoring agencies
– Author pays
– Research grants
– Institutional funds
– Affinity relationships

� Institutional subsidies
� Delayed open access
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But…

� Who should pay institutional subsidies?

� How do we safeguard library budgets?
� Controlling costs

ALC 2005: Celebrating Our Past, 
Embracing Our Future

Is OA Publishing Financially 
Sustainable?

� Wellcome Trust report, April 2004
– http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/doc_WTD003185.html

� ALPSP Study, Spring 2005
– http://www.alpsp.org/opennacc.htm
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Commercial Publishers Respond 
to OA

� Reed Elsevier

� Springer
� Oxford
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Developments in Alberta 

� Institutional Repositories

� Digitization Projects
� Open Access Journals (U of C Press, 

ICAAP)
� Synergies
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Institutional Repositories

� University of Calgary
– D-Space
– E-journal; theses; research group material; ”body 

of work”; viewlets; CARL IR project 
http://www.ucalgary.ca/library/dspace/

� University of Alberta
– Past planning stage, operational in 2005
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CARL IR Pilot Project

� Canadian Association of Research Libraries (CARL) 
Institutional Repositories Pilot Project

– 9 repositories, over 4,000 records
– U of Toronto T-Space:  over 3,000 records
– U of Saskatchewan Electronic Theses and Dissertations:  

over 700 
– many repositories in early development

http://www.carl-
abrc.ca/projects/institutional_repositories/institutional
_repositories-e.html
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Digitization Projects

� University of Calgary
– Our Future Our Past 
www.ourfutureourpast.ca
– Our Roots/Nos Racines 
www.ouroots.ca

� University of Alberta
– Peel Bibliography 
http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/

� Lois Hole Digital Library
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Open Access Journals

� University of Calgary Press
– All online U of C journals are OA
http://www.uofcpress.com/Journals.html

� International Consortium for the 
Advancement of Academic Publication 
(ICAAP) http://www.icaap.org/
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Synergies

� National project to transform Canadian 
scholarly information in social sciences and 
humanities into digital format 

� 5 partners: UNB, U de M, U of T, U of C, 
SFU

� Are looking for funding, investigating models 
(e.g. Erudit, http://www.erudit.org/), and 
developing strategies
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Developments in BC

� Public Knowledge Project (Open Source Software 
for electronic publishing & conference management)

� Institutional Repositories
� Digital collections
� Free MARC records for open access collections
� BCLA Resolution on Open Access
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Public Knowledge Project

� Open source software
� Open Journal Systems
� Open Conference Systems
� Used for open access around the world
� Developed at UBC
� UBC / SFU partnership

http://www.pkp.ubc.ca/
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Institutional Repositories in B.C.

� Simon Fraser University Library
– D-space
– Current theses:  over 150 by June
– Example:  Digital Games Research Association

Conference Proceedings Summer 2005
– Coordinates CARL Metadata Harvester

� University of British Columbia Archives
– Internal & scholarly communications committees

� University of Victoria
– D-space project in the works: current theses
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Free Digital Collections

� University of British Columbia Archives
– Historical photographs
– UBC Publications
http://www.library.ubc.ca/archives/

� Simon Fraser University Library
– Electronic Documents Centre
http://edocs.lib.sfu.ca/

� Union of BC Indian Chiefs (coming in May)
– Photos, maps, video & audio clips
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Free Digital Collections

� Vancouver Public Library Historical Photographs
http://www.vpl.ca/branches/LibrarySquare/spe/hisphoto.html

� New Westminster Public Library Heritage and Local 
History
http://www.nwheritage.org/

� The British Columbia Digital Library
http://bcdlib.tc.ca/dlibs-bc.html
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Free MARC records for Open 
Access Journals

� MARC records for Open Access journal collections 
freely available courtesy of Simon Fraser University 
Library / COPPUL:
http://lib-cufts.lib.sfu.ca/CUFTS/cufts2marc-list.cgi

� List and description of open access collections
http://www.eln.bc.ca/view.php?id=1129

BCLA:  A Resolution on Open Access
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Open Access & The General Public

� Who is the general public?
� Why would the public want to read the research literature?
� Astronomy, & the Amateur
� Medicine, Sharon Terry & the Genetic Alliance
� Writing for accessibility
� Indirect benefits
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Who is the general public?

2001 Canadian Census - 15 & over:
� two thirds:  high school grads
� almost half have some post-secondary credential -

from trades to university
� 15%:  bachelor’s degree or higher
� 16% attending school full or part-time

What about “lifelong learning”?
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“The Public” includes:

� Professionals
– Health care
– Educators - high school & college teachers
– Librarians

� Politicians & public servants
� Writers, artists
� Entrepreneurs
� Journalists
� Researchers - after working hours
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Astronomy, & the amateur

2000:  NASA High-Energy Astrophysics Workshop for  Amateur 
Astronomers

http://science.msfc.nasa.gov/headlines/y2000/ast21apr_1m.htm

Lethbridge Astonomical Society
http://www.lethbridgeastronomysociety.ca/
� Members help with U of L astronomy labs
� Stargazer Newsletter - freely available at:  

http://www.lethbridgeastronomysociety.ca/stargazer.htm

VPL, the Homeless & the Telescope
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Medicine:  Sharon Terry & the 
Genetic Alliance

� From: In the Public Interest Open Access - ALA Midwinter 2005 
SPARC/ACRL Forum In the Public Interest Open Access 
http://www.arl.org/sparc/meetings/ala05mw

� Both children in the Terry family diagnosed with rare genetic 
disorder that will cause blindness & possibly other 
complications by age 30
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From:  Terry, Sharon.  In the Public Interest Open Access.  Presentation at SPARC/ARCL 
Forum, ALA Midwinter 2005.  Reproduced with permission.  All rights reserved.
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Sharon’s research & results

� Gene identified & patented
� Co-authored research articles
� Founded Genetic Alliance http://www.geneticalliance.org/

Over 600 advocacy, health care and research organizations that 
representing millions of individuals with genetic conditions

� Open access advocacy
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From:  Terry, Sharon.  In the Public Interest Open Access.  Presentation at 
SPARC/ARCL Forum, ALA Midwinter 2005.  Reproduced with permission.  All rights 

reserved.
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Research & writing:  for whom?

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy:  designed for 
research specialists - but read by many 
http://plato.stanford.edu/

� Medline to PubMed
Writing and readability
� American Physical Society:  comprehensibility
� PLOS Biology and PLOS Medicine - synopses
� Jargon:  talk aloud / verbal protocol



18

ALC 2005: Celebrating Our Past, 
Embracing Our Future

Indirect benefits of open access 
for everyone

� More rapid advances in knowledge - e.g. new 
treatment for cancer

� Indirect benefits for the individual when professionals 
serving them have access to

– Info to help their individual case
– Means to keep up with the research relating to their 

profession

� Better public policy when politicians & public 
servants have access to latest research

� Better mediated info through journalists
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Summary:  benefits of OA for the 
general public

� Direct: reading the scholarly literature
– Students
– Patients & families
– Hobbyists

� Indirect
– Advances in knowledge
– Helping professions better equipped
– Better public policy
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Some final thoughts:  Is Open 
Access Working?

� Many OA journals have high impact factors  
http://www.isinet.com/media/presentrep/acropdf/imp
act-oa-journals.pdf

� Increased number of OA journals

� Commercial publishers are starting OA 
journals

� Much interest in and much debate about OA
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Some Final Thoughts

� Lots happening in the OA world
� A philosophical perspective, but much more
� Many roads to OA, many OA options
� Has had some notable success
� Shows much promise
� Is worth following and supporting in the future
� The only sensible approach to the economics of 

scholarly communication?
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Questions?  Discussion?
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More Resources

� Peter Suber’s Open Access Overview
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm

� Peter Suber’s Very Brief Introduction to Open Access
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/brief.htm

� The SPARC Open Access Newsletter 
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/

� Open Access Bibliography: Liberating Scholarly Literature with E-
Prints and Open Access Journals (http://info.lib.uh.edu/cwb/oab.pdf)

� Issues in Scholarly Communication (Georgia State University Library) 
http://www.library.gsu.edu/research/resources.asp?ldID=57&guideID=
0&resourceID=1

� Scholarly Electronic Publishing Bibliography 
http://info.lib.uh.edu/sepb/sepb.html
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More Resources

� Bioline International http://www.bioline.org.br/
BioMedCentral http://www.biomedcentral.com/browse/journals/

� Directory of Open Access Journals http://www.doaj.org/
� Highwire Press  http://highwire.stanford.edu/lists/freeart.dtl
� Medknow Publications

http://www.eln.bc.ca/view.php?id=1127
PubMedCentral http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/

� Public Library of Science http://www.plos.org/
� Scielo (Scientific Electronic Library Online) 

http://www.scielo.org/index.php?lang=en
� Directory of Open Access Repositories http://www.opendoar.org/
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More Resources

� arXiv.org e-Print archive
http://arxiv.org/

� An Evidence-Based Assessment of the ‘Author’ Pays Model (Nature 
Web Focus, June 2004) 
http://www.nature.com/nature/focus/accessdebate/26.html 

� Journal of Insect Science
http://www.insectscience.org/

� Library Journal: Life After the NIH
http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/CA516022

� Library Journal: Choosing Sides - Periodical Price Survey 2005
http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/CA516819
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More Resources

� Project Romeo
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/ls/disresearch/romeo/index.html

� REPEC
http://repec.org/ 

� SPARC Open Access brochure
http://www.createchange.org/resources/OpenAccess.pdf
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Serials Librarian
University of Calgary Library
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